
TEASA MEDIA STATEMENT ABOUT THE ONGOING PROTEST AND 

UNHAPPINESS BY GROUPS OF PASTORS 

TEASA notes the ongoing protests and unhappiness by groups of Pastors and other 

Christian organizations.  

TEASA is a member organization of evangelical, charismatic and Pentecostal churches in 

the country. Collectively churches and ministries within our organization have a membership 

of over three million members. Some of the major Pentecostals denominations including 

Apostolic Faith Mission (AFM), Full Gospel Church of God (FGCSA), Assemblies of God 

(AoG) and others are our members. This also include a number of charismatic churches and 

networks including IFCC.  

We have a constitution as a country that guarantees the right to conscience and also the 

right to protest. It is within the right of each groups of citizen to express their unhappiness 

through legitimate and legal avenues within the ambit of our constitution and legislation. 

We note that we are going through a difficult time and facing an unknown pandemic. This 

has been unchartered territory for everyone including the government, churches and the 

population as whole. For the record the government has consulted with stakeholders during 

the pandemic including churches on all major decisions. We were not consulted on the 

immediate past decision that was communicated to the nation on Monday the 28 of 

December 2020 to ban religious gatherings. 

We do appreciate that the country was going through a devastating second wave that led to 

the massive increase in hospitalizations, deaths etc. This has been a very sad and traumatic 

time for many families and for the country as a whole. Churches were at the forefront 

offering counselling, support and burying deceased members. In some cases this led to the 

untimely death of a number of pastors. 

We note the impact of the ban on religious gatherings on churches. This has denied them 

the usual space to support members during their time of need. This has also contributed to 

decline of income of many churches and making them unable to service many of their 

financial obligations.  

However, we feel obligated, as a pastoral duty, to give higher priority to minimising exposure 

to infection and death, than to meet our financial overheads. For this reason, we do not view 

the government attempt to limit the number of people who meet in the churches as 

misplaced arrogance. It is an honest attempt, based on the hard data, of how best to win the 

struggle against the pandemic. 
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